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Bill Buss and Mark Shapiro
are scheduled to speak at the

Annual Conference
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American Midwest Power
Butler Machinery Company

Cooper Bussmann
Dakota Security Systems

Ditch Witch of South Dakota
Draka Cableteq USA

Electro Tech
Gaynor & Associates

GE Industrial Systems
Grissinger-Johnson Sales

IEC - Dakotas, Inc.
Interstate Power Systems

JTH Lighting Alliance
Lee Noonan Company

LESCO, Inc.
Mann & Associates Inc.

MRL Company
North Central Sales
Petersen-Finn Inc

Pioneer Sales Group
Rockford Controls of Minnesota

Rouzer Sales
Square D Company

Thank you to all of the 2007 Exhibitors & Sponsors
Exhibitors Sponsors

Border States Electric Supply
Crescent Electric Supply Company

Dakota Supply Group
Ditch Witch of SD Inc.

J.H. Larson Electrical Co.
Muth Electric, Inc.

Northern Electric Coop.
NorthWestern Energy

Premier Engineering, Inc.
SD Municipal Electric Association

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of SD

Website:
www.sdec.org

for the latest Chapter
meeting dates, etc.

Website:
www.sdec.org

for the latest Chapter
meeting dates, etc.
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PRESIDENT’S NOTES
Mike Miller

Board of Directors

Mike Miller . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Mike Fisher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice-President
Kelli Fuhrmann . . . . . . . . . . . . Council Administrator

Board Members
Craig Anderson
Doug Hamilton
Steven Hietpas
Mark W. Joffer
Marty Larsen
Roger Larson
Ray Kub
Carl Maas
Ron Nagle
Tom Nelson
Mike Sprang
Jeff Stone
Troy Swift

SDEC Advertising Rate Sheet
The “Watts Current” is a semi-annual (81/2 x 11) publication that is mailed to our
membership, and advertisers. The current mailing list exceeds 800 people. We
mail the publication in March and September. Ads and articles are due to our
office by the 15th of the month prior to publication.

Advertising Rates
Full Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $325.00/year
Approximately 71/2 x 91/2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200/issue
One-half Page. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $140/year
Approximately 5 x 71/2 or 31/2 x 91/2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $75/issue
One-quarter Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $90/year
Approximately 31/2 x 91/2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50/issue
Eighth Page . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50/year
Approximately 31/2 x 21/4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35/issue

For more information contact:
SDEC  • Kelli Fuhrmann, Council Administrator

PO Box 1820 • Sioux Falls, SD 57101 • (605) 339-8888 • Fax: (605) 367-8998 
sdec@iw.net

www.sdec.org

Thomas Allen Kelly was born
June 29, 1950 in Linton, North
Dakota to Edward and Hermina
Kelly. He is the third oldest of nine
children. When Tom was six the
family moved to Aberdeen, and has
resided here since. Tom graduated
from Roncalli High School and
attended Northern State University
before moving to Mitchell to attend

Mitchell Area Vocational Technical School. There he
received his training as an electrician and graduated in
1973. In 1974, Tom married Winnie Schumacher and
together they have raised four sons, Ryan, Ross, Paul, and
Travis (deceased).

Tom began his career as an electrician working for
Mac’s Electric. He went on to work for Schwan Electric,
and in 1979 started his own business, Kelly Electric, which
he owned for over ten years. In 1980 he started working
for 3M in Aberdeen and is presently still there as a main-
tenance technician. Tom graduated from NSU with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Technology in
1999, and since then has worked part time as an electrical
inspector helping Dan Larson in District Six.

Tom is a member of St. Mary’s Church. He has volun-
teered many hours for Habitat for Humanity and his

www.sdec.org

church. Tom has been an active member of the SD
Electrical Council, Hub Area Chapter, for many years, and
is also a member of the International Association of
Electrical Inspectors.

I would like to take this opportunity to greet all mem-
bers of the SDEC as the president. When you participate
in your chapter’s activities you help build the largest elec-
trical consortium in South Dakota. Our organization is
not just comprised of electricians. Membership also
includes engineers, educators; power vender representa-
tives; wholesaler representatives, Electrical Inspectors,
and students. 

Presently our state wide membership is a little over
1000 members. I have set a goal of reaching a member-

ship level of over 1200 by April of 2009. The South Dakota
Electrical Council’s strength has enabled us to provide
some of the best National speakers on Code and other
cutting edge technology. Let’s take this to the next level!
There are a number of ideas we can pursue to add to the
already good chapter and State functions that a lot of peo-
ple work hard to promote. Additional membership in
each chapter will bring new ideas and enable the contin-
uation of “Support in the Past - Strength in the Future”.
Good luck and have a great year!

2007 Person of the Year — Tom Kelly
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SOUTH DAKOTA ELECTRICAL COUNCIL
WEB SITE ADVERTISING CONTRACT 2008

Since the launch of the SDEC Web-site in early 2005, activity has increased to an average
of over 1000 visitors per month. This year, with the implementation of online RSVP for monthly

meetings, even more people in the electrical industry will be visiting the site. Please review the follow-
ing advertising rates, and ad formats, for the calendar year 2008. Current website hits information is

listed on page 2 or contact us @sdec@sdec.org

______ Option 1 Page width x 2” $300.00 for 12 month contract

______ Option 2 Business Card Size $150.00 for 12 month contract

Your Logo, with a direct link to your web-site will appear on the SDEC site.
Please email your camera ready company Logo in jpeg or gif format, to: webmaster@aetech.com

Please limit Advertising to Logo only. SDEC reserves to right to control advertisement content.

******* Please Complete the Banner Advertising Contract Below *******

Name for Ad ______________________________________________________________________________

Link for Ad ______________________________________________________________________________

Company Name __________________________________________________________________________

Contact Person____________________________________________________________________________

Company Address ________________________________________________________________________

Phone:__________________________________________Fax: ____________________________________

EMAIL Address____________________________________________________________________________

______Payment Enclosed     ______Please Invoice our Company

Date ________________________Authorized Signature ________________________________________

Please return this form to SDEC P.O. Box 1820 Sioux Falls SD 57101 or fax to 605-367-8998

Questions?? Call 1-888-299-1675 or contact us at sdec@sdec.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF SDEC

“Education is not merely meeting a requirement,
but the pursuit of continued growth in self and industry.”
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Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee Phone Number:____________________________________________________________________________________

Nominee Local Chapter: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Submitted by: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________Email: ________________________________________________

Return the nomination form to:
Mike Sprang

3008 Greenwood Avenue
Sioux Falls, SD 57106

SOUTH DAKOTA ELECTRICAL COUNCIL
Person of the Year Requirements and Nomination Form

1. The person must have been active in the electric industry for a period of at least fifteen (15) years. 

2. The person must be recognized as an authority in his segment of the electric industry in South Dakota.

3. The person must be recognized for his/her sincerity, willingness, tactfulness, sobriety in connection with
his/her approach to the advancement of the electric industry, and for having devoted time and energy above
and beyond that of the normal course of his/her work.

4. He/She must have made contributions to the practice of electric education, safety, generation transmission or
utilization within the State of South Dakota. 

5. He/She must be recognized as one who over the years has also made significant contributions outside of those
within the industry and one who has been active in the general public interest. 

6. One other consideration should be to someone with fewer years in the electrical business but who has done
outstanding work in promoting electricity. (Amended - December 16, 1966)

7. An effort shall be made to award this achievement to the person in the proximity of the annual conclave.
(Amended - December 7, 1987)

8. The president of the SDEC shall present an award, to the achievement winner along with a lifetime member-
ship to the SDEC. (Amended - April 7,1987)
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Visit our Web site at: http://www.AETech.com

Electrician Books and Training Videos can be Ordered Online!

2005 NEC Code Classes
“Continuing Education is Your Best Investment in the Future”

The Instructor: Steve Arne is an experienced Electrician, Licensed Inspector and
Certified Technical Educator with over 20 years of electrical teaching experience.
Steve is the Technical Editorial Director for Mike Holt Enterprises.

2005 & 2008 NEC Code Update Class
Approved for 16 hours of Code in SD & WY and also accepted in other states

Gillette, WY Holiday Inn Express Oct. 19 – 20, 2007 2005 NEC Code Update

Casper, WY Holiday Inn on the River Nov. 30 – Dec. 1, 2007 2005 NEC Code Update

Rapid City, SD Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn April 11 – 12, 2008 2008 NEC Code Update

Sioux Falls, SD Best Western Ramkota May 15 – 16, 2008 2008 NEC Code Update

Gillette, WY Holiday Inn Express May 19 – 20, 2008 2008 NEC Code Update

Casper, WY Holiday Inn on the River May 22 – 23, 2008 2008 NEC Code Update

Rapid City, SD Rushmore Plaza Holiday Inn June 13 – 14, 2008 2008 NEC Code Update

Hours: 7:30 AM sign in, 8 AM class starts; PLEASE REGISTER at AETech.com or PHONE 605-342-9088

Cost: $195.00 for 16 hrs/ $135 for 8 hrs. (includes class workbook or reference book)
Discount: Advance Registration, paid 14 days before class $185.00 for 16 hrs / $125.00 for 8 hrs.
These are live classes; see our website or call for WY approved correspondence classes.

You Can Pass Your Electrical Exam!
2005 NEC Electrical Code Calculations for Exam Prep

Complete your continuing education requirements while you study for a licensing exam!

Approved for 16 hours of Code in SD & WY and also accepted in other states, including NE

Rapid City, SD AETech Conference Room Nov. 9 – 10, 2007 Exam Prep

Rapid City, SD AETech Conference Room Dec. 20 – 21, 2007 Exam Prep

Rapid City, SD AETech Conference Room Mar. 27 – 28, 2008 Exam Prep

Rapid City, SD AETech Conference Room May 9 – 10, 2008 Exam Prep

Rapid City, SD AETech Conference Room June 20 – 21, 2008 Exam Prep

Hours: 7:30 AM sign in, 8 AM class starts; PLEASE REGISTER at AETech.com or PHONE 605-342-9088

Cost: $355.00 16 hours; includes Mike Holt’s Exam Prep book (required): $295.00 without book
Discount: Advance Registration, paid 14 days before class date: $335.00 with book, $275.00 without book

Exam Prep Guarantee: If you do not pass your electrical exam after taking this class, you may retake it for

half price within six months of attending the class

Advanced Master Exam Prep
Approved for 8 hours of Code in SD, WY and NE

This class is intended to cover some of the more advanced topics that we don’t have time for in the 2-day Exam Prep class.

This class is to be taken in addition to the Exam Prep Class.

Rapid City, SD AETech Conference Room Mar. 29, 2008 Master Commercial Calculations

Prerequisite: must have taken the Exam Prep class within the last year. Book: Mike Holt’s Exam Prep

Hours: 7:30 AM sign in; 8 AM class starts; PLEASE REGISTER AT AETech.com or PHONE 605-342-9088

Cost: $160.00 + $60 for Exam Prep book (book required)
Discount $150.00 (advance registration, paid 14 days before class) + $60.00 for Exam Prep Book

Get Email Schedule Updates
Go to AETech.com/schedule.htm and sign up for email updates

Visa- Master Card- Discover/ Novus- American Express
All classes are subject to enrollment limits and enrollment minimums.

“In God we Trust” (all prices, dates, and locations are tentative and are subject to change)

Arne Electro-Tech Seminars
P.O. Box 2272 Rapid City, SD 57709-2272

(605) 342-9088 Fax: (605) 342-9087

Website: www.AETech.com

1-888-603-5050 toll free

Email: Arne@AETech.com
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South Dakota Electrical Council
PO Box 1820
Sioux Falls, SD 57101
(605) 339-8888
sdec@sdec.org
www.sdec.org

Serving South Dakota’sElectrical Industry

Calendar
of Events

April 18-19, 2008
Annual Conference

Hosted by the

Oahe Chapter/Board of Directors

Ramkota Hotel, Pierre

“Every man owes a part of his time and money to
the business or industry in which he is engaged.
No man has the moral right to withhold his sup-
port from an organization that is striving to
improve conditions within his sphere.”

-Theodore Roosevelt

Website:
www.sdec.org

Founded on December 3, 1952, the South Dakota
Electrical Council’s purpose is to promote and
improve the electrical industry within South
Dakota. The council strives to promote technical
and product knowledge, continuing education,
and better communication among its members
through trade shows, joint utility training,
newsletters, awards and individual chapters of the
South Dakota Electrical Council.The SDEC and its
membership are committed to building coopera-
tion, fostering goodwill, and developing pride
among all segments of the electrical industry.

Mission Statement


